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David Mason, Dixon Professor of Law Emeritus at the University of Montana School of 
Law, re&eived the Herbert Harley Memorial Awar d from the American Judicature Society (AJS) 
at a noon luncheon Monday, Oct. 18, at the University Center of the University of Montana. 
The AJS is a national organization composed of judges, lawyers and laypeople devoted 
exclusively to the promotion of a better judicial system in the U.S. 
Robert E. Sullivan, dean of the UM School of Law, who is a member of the Board of 
Directors of the AJS, said, in announcing the Herbert Harley Award: "The award is in 
recognition of David Mason's more than 40 years of service to the legal profession and his 
outstanding contributions to the improvement of judicial administration in Montana." 
John McNulty, treasurer of the American Judicature Society, who recently was appointed 
chairman of the American Bar Association Committee on Professional Discipline, presented 
the award to Mason. McNulty also gave the keynote address entitled "Justice '76 and the 
Challenge Beyond" at the luncheon. 
The Herbert Harl ~y Memorial Award was established by the American Judicature Society in 
1972 to honor men and women who have helped to improve the administration of justice. 
Mason, who was a professor of law at the University of Montana School of Law until 1960, 
when he retired, was chairman of the Advisory Committee on Rules of Civil Procedure to the 
Supreme Court of Montana. The committee wo~~ked out the proposed Montana Rules of Appellate 
Procedure and the Montana Rules of Civil Procedure for District Courts. Mason also formulated 
with Dean Sullivan and Prof. William Crowley of the UM Law School a "Montana Plan" for court 
improvement. The "Montana Plan," which was presented to the 1972 Constitutional Convention, 
laid the groundwork for the Judicial Qualifications Commission of Montana and the Judicial 
Nominating Commission of Montana. 
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Mason also served on the Judicial Administration Committees of the Montana Bar Association 
He was also appointed by President Lyndon Johnson to the 26 member National Council on the 
Humanities. 
Mason studied at the University of South Dakota, Vermillion, where he received his law 
degree in 1926. He also obtained the doctor of juridical science degree from Harvard Law 
School, Cambridge, Mass., in 1927. 
During his long career, Mason was in private practice, served as a chief trial attorney 
for the U.S. Department of Justice and was a professor of law at the University of Montana. 
He served on the UM faculty from 1927-60, with the exception of various leaves of absence to 
pursue other activities. He was twice acting dean of the UM Law School. 
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